
Helping your child to read with meaning and 
understanding 

Setting the right tone for reading in the household 

Be a great role model: 

• Let them catch you reading 
• Find some time in the week to read yourself or have family reading time 
• Let your children see that you get pleasure from reading 
• Share your favourite books/reading material with them and discuss books 
• Show them the value of being able to read 

 
Make the experience pleasurable: 

• Find a comfortable place 
• Give plenty of time to reading 
• Avoid interruptions (no TV, siblings (unless purposeful choice), cooking dinner etc 
• Keep the time positive 
• Stay clear of ‘competition’ and comparisons with the ability of others 

 
Provide a wide range of reading material 

• A school provided reading book is only one part of a child’s reading repertoire 
• Books (picture books, short stories, chapter books), magazines, comics, annuals, poetry, song lyrics, 

information books, brochures, catalogues, flyers, newspapers, guide-books, websites, take-away 
menus, instructions are all worthy reading material 

• Visit the library and or bookshop 
• Use online resources for recommended reads: 

 
• www.booksforkeeps.co.uk 
• www.literacytrust.org.uk/communities/suffolk 
• www.wordsforlife.org 
• www.cool-reads.co.uk 
• www.ukchildrensbooks.co.uk 
• www.booktrusted.com 
• www.redhouse.co.uk 
• www.lovereading4schools.co.uk 

 

The importance of Metacognition 

Metacognition can be defined as "thinking about thinking." Good readers use metacognitive strategies to 
think about and have control over their reading. Before reading, they might clarify their purpose for reading 
and preview the text, so it’s a really good idea for them to discuss this with you prior to reading and recapping 
on what they have read. During reading, they might monitor their understanding, adjusting their reading 
speed to fit the difficulty of the text and "fixing" any comprehension problems they have as they read. You can 
support them in developing this skill through the questions that you ask during reading and what you 
encourage them to ask you. After reading, they check their understanding of what they read and you can 
support this too in what you ask them after they have read. 

 

http://www.booksforkeeps.co.uk/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/communities/suffolk
http://www.wordsforlife.org/
http://www.cool-reads.co.uk/
http://www.ukchildrensbooks.co.uk/
http://www.booktrusted.com/
http://www.redhouse.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/


Students may use several comprehension monitoring strategies: 
 
Identify where the difficulty occurs 
"I don't understand the second paragraph on page 76." 

Identify what the difficulty is 

"I don't get what the author means when she says, 'Arriving in America was a milestone in my grandmother's 
life." 

Restate the difficult sentence or passage in their own words 

"Oh, so the author means that coming to America was a very important event in her grandmother's life." 

Look back through the text 

"The author talked about Mr. McBride in Chapter 2, but I don't remember much about him. Maybe if I reread 
that chapter, I can figure out why he's acting this way now." 

Look forward in the text for information that might help them to resolve the difficulty 

"The text says, 'The groundwater may form a stream or pond or create a wetland. People can also bring 
groundwater to the surface.' Hmm, I don't understand how people can do that… Oh, the next section is called 
'Wells.' I'll read this section to see if it tells how they do it." 

 

You can support your child’s development in doing this independently in all of this through using well-chosen 
questions whilst reading with or alongside your child. The list that follows is not all encompassing and you’d 
certainly not use all of them on one text but, used appropriately to draw out understanding at a deeper level, 
they will scaffold how your child should think whilst reading and deepen their comprehension. 

 
 

Example Questions for use during shared reading 
 
 

UNDERSTAND, DESCRIBE, SELECT OR RETRIEVE INFORMATION, EVENTS OR IDEAS FROM TEXTS AND USE 
QUOTATION AND REFERENCE TO THE TEXT 
 
Explore key ideas in a paragraph 
Tell me two things that this text tells you about…? 
What information are we told in the first paragraph? 
What point is raised in the final paragraph / section? 
What is this passage describing? 
Tell me two things that this non-fiction text tells you about...? 
Can you identify what is fact? Opinion? 
Which devices has the author used to indicate an opinion? 
Can you distinguish between fact, opinion and fiction? 
Can you tell me the key points raised? 
What point was made here? 
Can you find the part of the text which shows/tells us that..? 
On what page could I find information about..? 
How is this page set out? 
 



Title 
What is the title of this story? 
Can you suggest an alternative title? 
Why do you think the author used this title for the text? 
Can you predict what the text might be about from the title? 
Can you predict the genre of this book from the title? 
 
Setting 
Where did they go? 
Which word is used to describe the…? 
Which words are used to describe the…? 
Can you identify any adjective phrases, which have been used to describe the setting? 
How has the author created suspense in this description of the setting? 
Compare the use of figurative language in the descriptions of the following settings. 
 
Character 
What are the names of the characters in the story? 
Which words are used to describe the main character? 
What sort of a person is...? What makes you think that? 
There are two main characters in this text. Can you explain how they have been presented in different ways? 
Do you agree with the actions of… what would you have done? 
What is revealed about the character through the following lines of speech? 
Can you identify the flaws in this character? 
Can you identify comments that are made by the author to show the shifting thoughts of the character? 
 
Plot 
What is this story about? (Give lists of choices) 
Can you describe in your own words, what has happened so far in the story? 
When did…happen? 
Thus story is about…? 
Can you explain what is happening when...? 
What is the main event in this text? 
What is the high point in this text? 
Can you retell this episode from the viewpoint of another character? 
 
General 
Can you predict what the book will be about from the title? Or from the cover illustration? 
What extra information does this picture add? 
Which words tell you that…? 
What do you think will happen next? 
Where will you find the index? What job does an index do? 
Find 3 facts which show that… 
Which person has this text been written in? 
Which fact/s supports the idea that...? 
Which of these statements is true? 
Can you evaluate the value of this non-fiction text? 
What does this word mean? 
Can you think of a similar word? 
 
DEDUCE, INFER OR INTERPRET INFORMATION, EVENTS OR IDEAS FROM THE TEXT 
What sort of person is...? What makes you think that? 
What is your opinion of this character? 
How do you know (character) was feeling: happy, sad, scared, excited? 



…was feeling upset. How do you know? Find two pieces of evidence. 
Why do you think (character) did (state action)? 
What choice would you have made? 
Why do you think…is acting in this way? 
Why do you think… said”…”? 
What do you think…meant when he/she said “…”? 
What does this tell you about the way he/she was thinking / feeling? 
Why does the author describe the main character in this way? 
What does this description reveal about the main character? 
How do you know…and…were enemies? Best friends? Find two pieces of evidence. 
Which of these characters do you feel closest to? Why? 
Can you put the following events in the order that they happen in the story? 
Why do you think the author describes the setting as “…”? 
Can you find evidence in the text to prove this /that? 
What suggests that..? 
How do you know that..? 
Which three facts tell you that..? 
Both of these texts are about…In which ways are they similar? How are they different? Use the text to explain 
your answer. 
 
IDENTIFY AND COMMENT ON THE STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION OF TEXTS, INCLUDING GRAMMATICAL 
AND PRESENTATIONAL FEATURES AT TEXT LEVEL 
What is the information on the back of a story book called? 
What is the title of this non-fiction report? 
Where will you find an index? In which order will you find these words? 
Can you explain what information you will find in a glossary? 
Where will you find the contents in a non-fiction book? 
What are the differences between fiction and non-fiction? 
Why do you think that the writer/editor has set the page out like this? 
Why do you think that the writer included a map at the beginning of the book? 
What features on the page indicate that this is a play? 
What information does this diagram tell you? 
Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram? 
Which organisational devices help you find information quickly? 
Why do you think this non-fiction text was printed onto a (state colour) background? 
Which part of the text provides specific details about…? 
How are these two texts similar? How are they different? 
How does the way the title has been written encourage you to read this report? 
What is the difference between a non-chronological report and an explanation? 
Is this advertisement a good example of a persuasive text? If so, why? Why not? 
 
 
EXPLAIN AND COMMENT ON WRITERS’ USE OF LANGUAGE, INCLUDING GRAMMATICAL AND  LITERARY 
FEATURES AT WORD AND SENTENCE LEVEL 
Which words rhyme in this poem? 
Why do you think the author chose to use a question in the opening of this report? 
Which adjectives have been used to describe…? 
What do the following words tell you about…? (State place)? 
Why do you think the author chose the word “…” 
What does this tell you about…? 
Why do you think this is an effective way to describe…? 
Which words tell you in which way the character spoke? 
What does the sentence”...” tell you about the way the character was speaking/feeling? 



Which words or phrases create suspense in this piece of writing? 
Why do you think the author chose to write the sentence in this way? 
Why do you think the author chose to begin a new paragraph? 
Why does the author describe the…. as a… (Simile/ metaphor)? 
Why do you think that the writer opened the sentence/paragraph with that word? 
What is the effect of the short sentences here? (AF4 & 5) 
How did the writer achieve this effect? 
What literary feature is being used here?  Why do you think that the writer used it? 
What is the effect of the alliteration / onomatopoeia here? 
 
IDENTIFY AND COMMENT ON WRITERS’ PURPOSES AND VIEWPOINTS, AND THE OVERALL EFFECT OF  THE 
TEXT ON THE READER 
 
Who is your favourite character? Why? 
Look at the author’s description of… Why do you think the author wrote the description in this way? 
Why do you think the author chose to use a short sentence in this part of the story? 
Did you enjoy the story? Why? 
What, in your opinion, was the most exciting part of the story? Explain your answer in as much detail as you 
can. 
How does that sentence / paragraph / chapter make you feel? 
Why do you think the author used these similes? 
What is your opinion of the ending the author chose? 
Can you think of an alternative ending? 
Does the story have a moral/message? 
What can we learn about…from reading this non-fiction report? 
How do these books differ in the information they have to offer? 
How does the author try and persuade the reader to…? Use the text to explain your answer. 
Do you think these are accurate instructions? Were they easy to follow? 
 
RELATE TEXTS TO THEIR SOCIAL, CLUTURAL AND HISTORIC CONTEXTS AND LITERARY TRADITIONS 
 
What other texts does this remind you of? (Book, Film, etc) 
In what period in history was this book set?  How do you know? 
How does the fact that this was set during the period of... effect the way that the writer chose to..? 
Why do you think that the writer chose... (place) as the setting for this book?  (Related to theme) 
How does this text compare to other books that you have read by the same author? 
Which genre best describes this story? Explain using evidence form the text. 
What type of text is this? How do you know this? 
Which other authors have used similar themes? Styles of writing? 
When you think about ‘...’ (character) which other characters does it remind you of?  Why? 
What story does that remind you of? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


