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Guildhall Feoffment Primary School: EYFS Handwriting scheme
[bookmark: _GoBack]At Guildhall Feoffment, we use a whole school approach to improving letter formation and handwriting. Our vision is based on ensuring the children have the strength in their bodies, fingers, hands, wrists and arms to prepare them for the skill of handwriting. It will enable children to develop legible handwriting that is produced automatically and fluently. With the development of this automaticity, their handwriting will not become a hindrance to learning.

The underlying principles
· Building physical strength underpins handwriting, as poor writing formation and fine motor skills may be due to poor strength.
· Children are not expected to do anything before they are developmentally ready for it.
· Letters are learnt as movements and the movements remain central to developing flow and accuracy.
· When handwriting is automatic, there is less cognitive load on the brain.
Four key focuses
1. Linking movements to learning the letters
2. Body strength
3. Pencil grip
4. Flow and Fluency 
Linking to KS1

The Reception Year scheme has been developed to link into the Letter Join handwriting scheme. It builds the foundation blocks and pre skills needed for the introduction of cursive handwriting in Year 1. Each letter has been given a mantra which contains key directional words which are used by the Letter Join formation videos. In Year 1, teachers will evolve the mantras to include the lead in and the lead out of each letter.     
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