
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study overview 

This study is of a local river and also an examination of why rivers have been so important in the 
settlement of people. What are their key features are and why were settlements developed near them. 
The children will visit the River Linnet and study its key features, whilst also contrasting it with other 
rivers located in different geographical areas. This will explore all aspects of features of different rivers, 
how they are formed and the impact of erosion and pollution on rivers. This builds on the children’s 
learning about both Bury St Edmunds as a settlement and also on their learning about erosion by water at 
coastal locations. Through this study the children will further develop their understanding of the local 
habitat and the plants that grow here. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Key Vocabulary  

Geography: meander, source, mouth, lower course, upper course, middle course, estuary, oxbow lake, 
waterfall, gorge, confluence, sediment, erosion, pollution, water quality, tributary 
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National Curriculum Objectives 

To name and locate coun�es and ci�es of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their iden�fying 
human and physical characteris�cs, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use paterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over �me. 

To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegeta�on belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Knowledge to be gained 

To know: 

• the stages of a river and how they differ from each other 
• the key features of rivers 
• the names and loca�ons of significant rivers around the world 
• why setlements formed by rivers  
• the uses of rivers for trade and transport 

 



 

 
Key Texts  

• A River – Marc Martin 
• The Rhythm of the Rain – Graham Baker 
• River Boy – Tim Bowler 

Key Experiences 

• A local river fieldtrip 
 
 
 
 

Linked learning in Art and Design 

Poin�llism – pain�ng of river artwork (studying the 
pain�ng style of Seurat) 

 

 
 
 

Linked learning in Design Technology 

Designing a boat to hold a par�cular mass. 

 

 
 
 Linked learning in Science 

Plants (Pzaz unit 3.13 – 3.15) 

 
 

Linked learning in History 

Why did Bury St Edmunds need a river? 

The historical uses of rivers for trade, transport 
and migra�on. 

 

 
 
 

Discrete learning in Religious Education 

Hinduisum - Karma 

 

 

 

 

Linked learning in Physical Education 
Gymnastics- travelling, balances and movement to 
the theme of water and river habitats. 
Discrete learning in Physical Education 
Net and wall games 

 
 
 

Discrete learning in PSHE 

Celebra�ng Differences 

 

 
 
 

Linked learning in Music 

Charanga – Oceans, Seas and Rivers unit 

 

 
 
 

Linked learning in English and Grammar 

Poetry – rhyming words, allitera�on, metaphors, similes, commas 

Persuasive wri�ng – emo�ve language, subordina�on, variety of openers, rhetorical ques�ons 

 

 
 
 

Discrete learning in MFL 

French adjectives of colour, size and shape. 

 

 

 

Discrete learning in Computing 

Compu�ng unit 3.4- Touch typing 

 

 

 

 


